
Board Meeting Minutes 
Board of Alderman 

November 22, 2022, 6:00 PM 
City of Laurie 

 
 

 Mayor, Hugh Smith, called the meeting to order at 6:00PM and then led those present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Those present were as follows:  Mayor Hugh Smith, Aldermen Pam Folker, John Shepherd, Jeff Chorpening, 
Public Works Manager Dean Smith, Chief of Police and Sargent Mike Nienhuis and Steve McQueen, EMA Bill 
Dimarsico,  Events Coordinator Donna Batliner, Dru Hayes City Clerk Cathy Daniels, Vickie Wood, City Attorney 
Andrew Renken, Kristal Davidson, Chris Bear, Jeff Mills, Patricia and Ron Kephart, Joyce Ryerson, and Vickie 
Adams and Sewer Jason Jones. 
 
Citizens’ Communications 
N/A 
Mayor’s Communications 
N/A 
 
Consent Agenda 
Alderman John Shepherd made the motion to approve the consent agenda and the minutes of the previous 
meetings, but with a few questions concerning where the Aldermen stood on taking any action with businesses 
on Main Street that were letting the weeds and lawn be overgrown. Mayor Hugh Smith suggested there be 
phone calls and letters sent to those individuals next year.  The motion was seconded by Alderman Pam Folker.  
All were in favor and motion carried.  
 
 
Department Head Reports 

Events-Donna Batliner distributed a report showing the revenues and expenditures of the events that 
were held in 2022.  She reported the Christmas lights were up and going with 267 cars having gone 
through, to date, and collecting approximately $900 so far. 
 
Water- 
Public Works Manager Dean Smith reported the bridge had been started to well #3.   
 
He also reported there had been two bids received out of 6 that were contacted, for the drive leading to 
the pump station on Highway O.  The bids included metal culvert, spreading gravel use of equipment 
and labor. The first bid was from Bartley Excavating with an amount of $3,368.99.  The second bid was 
from Dennis Excavating and was in the amount of $3,883.99.  Alderman John Shepherd made the motion 
to accept the bid from Bartley Excavating.  It was seconded by Alderman Jeff Chorpening.  All were in 
favor and motion carried. 
 
Sewer-Waste Water, Jason Jones reported things were slowing down with Bullock Septic due to the 
summer being over.  Alderman John Shepherd mentioned he would like to see comparative reports from 
month to month on what the city was charging Bullock Septic for their dumping.  Jason also reported he 



is still working with DNR to get the reports to them they require.  Alderman John Shepherd also stated 
he would like to know how old the pumps were and requested Jason repair a report for the next meeting. 
 

Code Enforcement-Jim Russell, Code Enforcement was absent from the meeting. 
 

Collections- 
Kristal Davidson reported collections with past due amounts and penalties for the month of October. 

 
Police Chief Nienhuis- 

Chief Nienhuis briefly reviewed his statistics for the month of October with the board, noting the call 
volume was up from last year.  
 
The Chief also brought to the board a request to purchase an alert media program.  He stated he and 
EMD Bill Dimarsico had seen several demonstrations from different companies.  Onsolve had a bid of 
$1,500 a year for three years.  Everbridge had a bid of $3,350 annually for three years.  Chief Neinhuis 
suggested the city go with Onsolve, with it being the most reasonable in price and doing 95% of what 
the city police department required.  Alderman John Shepherd questioned the need for storm sirens 
with this alert media in place and the Chief explained it was very expensive to replace or repair the 
current sirens.  Alderman Chorpening liked the idea of the different department heads chipping in to 
cover the cost, since all of the departments would benefit from it.  Chief of Police Neinhuis also suggested 
once the program is up and going, to possibly include the fire department which would help with the 
cost to the city.  Alderman Jeff Chorpening made the motion to go with Onsolve for one year. Alderman 
John Shepherd seconded the motion.  All were in favor and motion carried. 
 

Unfinished Business- 
Publication was put in the newspaper accepting bids for the John Deere tractor the public works 
department was selling.  There was only one bid received and it was in the amount of $12,000 from Bob 
Bowlin.  Dean Smith requested the city try to sell the tractor on Purple Wave with the idea the city could 
get more money for it.  Alderman John Shepherd made the motion to postpone accepting the current 
bid until January 2023 meeting.  It was seconded by Alderman Pam Folker.  All were in favor and motion 
carried.   
 
Public Works Manager, Dean Smith reported the city had been awarded ARPA funding for drinking water 
and lead services, but put on the wait list for the wastewater funds. He reported Kyle Landwehr from 
Bartlett and West would attend the next meeting with information about State Revolving Funds. 
 

 
New Business- 

Joyce Ryerson was present at the meeting representing Redwood Health for the city of Laurie’s 
employee health insurance, with quotes for 2023.  Keeping the city’s same plan, but changing networks 
there was a 10% increase for the city.  The second option had a 7% increase but was out of the city’s 
network.  The third option was from Anthem with a -7% decrease.  It was the same network but raised 
the copay to $45.  Alderman John Shepherd made the motion for the city to go with Anthem for health 
insurance in 2023.  Alderman Pam Folker seconded the motion.  All were in favor and motion carried.  It 
was also discussed, with the savings from the premium, the city possibly could use it towards the 
employees increased co-pay. 
 
Jeff Mills was present at the meeting asking the Board of Aldermen to forgive some of his water and 
sewer bill.  He reported he had a leak under his house that he was unaware of and did not know until he 



received his bill.  Alderman Jeff Chorpening made the motion to forgive $305 of his current bill.  It was 
seconded by Alderman Pam Folker.  All were in favor and motion carried. 
 
Vickie Adams was present at the meeting asking the Board of Aldermen to forgive some of her water 
and sewer bill.  She stated there were toilet problems before she moved in that continued for a short 
time after she moved in.  Alderman Jeff Chorpening made the motion to forgive $473.11 of her $523.11 
water and sewer bill.  It was seconded by Alderman Pam Folker.  All were in favor and motion carried. 
 
Chris Bear from Dugan Paint was present at the meeting asking the Board of Aldermen to forgive some 
of the water bill at their building.  He stated there had been a broken pipe underground on two different 
occasions.  Alderman Jeff Chorpening made the motion to forgive $1,539.78 of the current water and 
sewer bill.  Alderman John Shepherd seconded the motion.  All were in favor and motion carried. 
 
Alderman Josh Loganbill submitted his resignation from the board because he has moved out of the city 
limits of Laurie.  Alderman John Shepherd made the motion to accept his resignation.  It was seconded 
by Alderman Pam Folker.  All were in favor and motion carried.  Mayor Hugh Smith mentioned he had 
an individual that was interested in filling in on the board until April 2023. 
 
Erwin Hensen with Show-Me-Carriage Company was present concerning the carriage rides he gives 
during the Enchanted Village of Lights.  He currently charges for these rides, but is not able to pass by 
the donation booth.  It was noted he would need to provide the city with proof of insurance with the 
city being a certificate holder.  Alderman Pam Folker also requested he diaper the horses that pull the 
carriage.  Alderman Pam Folker made the motion to request Erwin Hensen donate 20% of his revenues 
to the City of Laurie at the end of the season.  It was seconded by Alderman John Shepherd.  All were in 
favor and motion carried. 
 
City Clerk Cathy Daniels presented before the board Laurie Family Pharmacy’s water and sewer billing.  
From May 2022 to August of 2022 the billing and consumption was extremely high.  It had been decided 
the public works department would replace his meter, wait a few months to see if his consumption 
would return to normal.  The new meter was installed in September 2022.  The public works department  
began using the meter that was removed and had no issues.  The new meter that was installed seemed 
to work, with the billing and consumption being normal.  Alderman Pam Folker made the motion to 
request Laurie Family Pharmacy pay half of his current bill, which is $919.33, which covers May 2022 to 
October 2022.  The motion was seconded by John Shepherd.  All were in favor and motion carried. 
 
Alderman John Shepherd suggest the city send out a quarterly newsletter to all of the water and sewer 
billing customers along with that months bill.  He feels the city customers would like to be informed as 
to what is happening around the city. 
 

City Clerk- 
City Clerk Cathy Daniels reviewed the financials with the board, with the sales tax still at an upward climb 
for the year. 

 
Andrew Renken, City Attorney- 

City Attorney Andrew Renken expressed his displeasure about the City Council meeting that was held on 
Monday, November 14, 2022 in regard to the Land and Water Grant.  He stated he had funding available 
to match the grant so the city would not have to pay much of the 50/50 portion.  He stated he had been 
working with Brian Yansen.  The Aldermen let him know the funding would be available for 3 years. 

 



Board Reports- 
 Enhancement Committee 

Alderman Pam Folker said the enhancement committee was done for the year and their focus was 
currently on getting donations for the Freedom Rock that would be placed in front of city hall. She said 
she had been in contact with Martin Metal and they were willing to donate materials to complete the 
structure the rock would be housed under. 
 
 
Tree City  
N/A 

 
Mayor’s Report- 

At 7:50 PM, Alderman Jeff Chorpening made the motion to go to closed session.  It was seconded by 
Alderman Pam Folker.  The vote was as follows:  Alderman John Shepherd-yea, Alderman Pam Folker-
yea, Alderman Jeff Chorpening-yes.   Motion carried.   
 
 
 Board of Alderman came back into open session at 8:15 pm. 
 
With no other business to come before the Board of Aldermen, Alderman Jeff Chorpening made the 
motion to adjourn.  It was seconded by Alderman Pam Folker.  All were in favor and motion carried. 

 
 
 
________________________     ________________________   
Cathy Daniels       Hugh Smith 
City Clerk        Mayor 
 
 


